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Parting  Is  Such  Sweet 


Exactly  three  yean  ago  I recounted  a fantiliar  family  experience, 
namely  the  effect  on  Mother  when  the  Tint  child  leaves  home. 

At  that  time  sage  women  told  me  the  wrench  felt  during  the 
early  separation  from  the  little  person  (18  or  older)  would  be  re- 
peated as  each  child  left  the  nest.  They  were  right. 

During  this  last  week  hundreds  of  mothers  have  been  put  in  the 
position  of  surrendering  their  offspring  to  state  universities  or 
colleges.  And  we’re  constantly  plagued  by  the  possibility  that 
those  venerable  institutions,  regardless  of  their  imperial  costs, 
are  not  as  worthy  of  our  young  people  as  we  are. 

It's  a challenge 
for  the  places  of 

higher  learning  to  SVBHnA 

young.  Yet  the 
amaring  part  Is 

that  the  boys  and  girls  eagerly  opt  for  the  places  away  from  home. 
Though  we  raised  them  to  grow  up  and  away,  it's  always  a shock 
to  us  when  they  leave.  Consequently,  a metamorphasis  ensues 
not  only  for  the  one  leaving,  but  for  the  one  left . . . "Aloner" 
than  she's  been  since  he  was  born. 

It  astonished  me  Sunday,  as  I leaned  against  the  car  outside  a 
coed  dormitory,  the  distance  we’d  traveled  in  18  years,  from  an 
absolutely  dependent  tiny  person  in  a drawstring  blue-checked 
nightgown  to  a tall  person  in  tee  shirt  and  jeans  who's  in  charge 
of  self-proclaimed  independence. 

And  the  schools  are  different  from  what  they  used  to  be.  Gone 
are  the  rosy-cheeked  housemothers  greeting  demure  maidens  in 
charming  dormitory  lounges.  Forever  a memory  are  e arty  cur- 
fews, the  nightly  bedchecks  and  the  off  limits  rooms  of  tender 
maidens. 

I tell  you  it’s  a shocker,  even  the  secraid  time  around.  And  kids 
are  going  to  college  now  with  the  aid  of  U-Hauls  for  possessions 
parents  still  don't  have.  1 watched  a lissome  lass  from  New  York 
unloading  her  station  wagon  as  her  mother  sighed  with  a mixture 
of  relief  and  despair.  The  student  had  a television  set,  a stereo, 
a broiler /toaster  affair  .steamer  trunk  and  aiough  dothing  to  out- 
fit all  the  Jaycee  women  on  the  South  Shore. 

Two  other  girls  had  boxes  of  plants  with  which  to  stock  their 
rooms  so  as  to  inspire  the  envy  of  any  hortkulturalist.  And  they 
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all  seemed  to  have  everything  under  contnri,  especially  as  soon  as 
the  parents  left.  1 saw  one  mother  making  up  her  son’s  bed,  all 
fresh  and  clean,  oite  final  gesture  . . . that  I didn’t  make. 

Among  all  those  people  on  campus  the  only  oites  who  looked 
confused  were  parents.  We  surrendered  our  children  like  we 
would  an  impacted  wisdom  tooth,  for  the  general  good,  but  not 
without  pain.  And  I saw  a sign  as  we  drove  away  on  a fence  by  a 
field  of  raspberries.  The  sign  said  picking  of  the  berries  would  re- 
sume Wednesday.  The  day  being  Sunday  I figured  I could  show 
up  there,  pick  a few  berries,  drop  by  the  dorm  to  say  hello  . . . 

But  of  course  that  was  a motto's  momentary  fantasy,  thinking 
she  could  oversee  a life  that  was  let  loose  upon  the  world.  That's 
the  point,  you  see,  we  should  learn  from  the  fust  one.  but  we 
don't.  You  can  take  the  child  away  from  the  mother  but  you  can 
never  take  the  mother  out  of  a woman. 

Anyway  instead  mothers  go  home  to  dean  the  room  vacated  by 
a college  student.  She  polishes  and  cleans  his  home  sanctuary, 
and  puts  his  childhood  away  ...  the  baseball  trophies,  the  pic- 
tures of  the  boy  and  the  dog  when  both  were  pups,  the  Earth, 
Wind  & Fire  album  that  is  silent  in  his  abserKe. 

And  while  the  new  bigtime  students  are  buying;  books,  organ- 
izing their  sneaken  in  the  closet  and  being  introduced  (properly) 
to  classmates.  Mother  is  making  her  adjustments.  She's  trying 
not  to  boil  too  many  potatoes,  giving  the  cat  the  milk  before  it 
goes  sour  for  want  of  a human  coruumer,  and  taking  the  leaf  out 
of  the  kitchen  table  . . . again. 

But  most  mothers  are  lucky.  They  still  have  the  father  of  the 
child  who  went  away.  It's  his  duty,  and  one  he  takes  to  with  ease, 
to  remind  the  old  girl  that  be  who  goes  away  will  come  home  with 
dirty  laundry,  among  which  are  the  good  towels. 

And  what’s  more,  the  parents  are  put  on  notice,  repeatedly,  that 
they're  going  to  be  left  with  one  another,  if  they’re  lucky.  It'll 
be  back  to  the  pre-crib,  pre-baseball,  pre-prom  days.  And,  you 
know  that’s  titillating.  We  don't  remember  what  we  were  like 
b.c.  (Before  Children). 

Just  think,  some  day  the  last  of  the  birds  will  fly  the  coop.  My 
immediate  reaction  is  ooe  of  sadness.  My  secondary  thought,  how- 
ever, may  be  an  awareness  that  there  are  other  things  to  do  toides 
parenting.  Meantime,  though,  in  the  September  Separation. 
Motto  is  still  trying  to  undentand  a void  thu’s  home  in  the  place 
of  a kid  who's  "Outta  here.” 

SOUTH  RIVER  MOTEL! 

7 OU  PUio  St  Marshfield 

(ConeroOAAOIdPUa) 

(Amafeea  Im4*i  ArlU-  l4Bna4Nc«  Uriu 

For  Reservations  Call  837-6106 

Colored  lelevisiotts  and  phones  in  every  room. 


OH.  6 SOLAR  HEAT 
SPECIAUSTS 


* Computartietf  rtw>  Dathartas 

* 14  Hr.  aunwr  giwtet 

* on  awmar  gwvlct  ConUacta 

* ■udga*  eayuMni  Plan* 

* atotfani  OH  Healing 


* Radio  equippad  Trweka 
Hatural  Oaa  Priea  Up  21H  and 
going  higher.  OH  Haat  i*  allll 
your  bast  buyl  And  conaarva- 
tlon  la  the  anawar.  A naw  high 
apaad  ratantion  head  burner 
will  save  up  to  30%.  Call  today 
fordalalta. 

FORTUNA 

Fuol  Co.,  Inc. 


awai  IMT*  iv  omt  M TMn 

Main  Offlea;  0 Columbian  St 
Rralntraa  MMOOO 
BoalOA  4M-1204 
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39A  South  Main  St. 
Cohassot  Village 

• Doll  House  Furniture 

• Doll  Houses 

a Doll  Specialty  Shop 


333-0772 
10-4  Mon-Sat 

Mutdum  Admlaskm: 
$1  adults,  S0<  childran 


PUNT, 
PASS  & 
KICK- 

IT'S  YOUR  TIME 
TO  ENTER! 

Boys  and  girls,  ages 
810  13,  come  to  our 
dealership  beginning 
August  1 7 to  sign  up  tor 
Punt,  Pass  a Kick.  Bring 
your  parent  or  guardian 
and,  while  you're  here, 
pick  up  the  free  PPAK 
Tips  Book.  You'll  find  tips 
from  the  pros  that  may 
Improve  your  skills  and 
your  chances  for  a trip  to 
tha  PP&K  Finals  held  at 
Super  Bowl  XIV  to  be 
played  January  20. 1960, 
in  Pasadena,  California. 

Rogistratlon 
begins  August  17. 

Cohasset  Motors,  Inc. 
Route  3A 
Coheeeet,  Meet. 


NORWEiL’S 
MATTRESS  WAREHOUSE  1 

-Furniture  Showroom 


281  WASHINGTON  ST 
NORWELL  RT  r 53 


1 Sealy  or  Simmons 


EXTRA  EVENT 
SEALY 

POSTUREPEOIC 
MATTRESS  ON 
SALE!  From  $84.38 
Twin 

HURRY  INII 


Mattress  Warehouse  I 


Fsoturing  *200 
to  *350  DISCOUNT 
SAVII  UVEI  UVE! 


• Sp*cioly  purchoMd  for  Htii 
iptciol  tvtnl 

e N*w  SHMneni  lew  profil* 
Hying  gtvts  greeter  leeting 
comfort  end  luxury 
e AH  foofurmg  e full  length 
Simmept  regency  mottrtii 
or  pecturepiedte 
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(Half  Way  between  Hanover  Moll  and  Queen  Ann  Corner) 

P NORWELL 


